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		County Commissioners Announce Public Meeting Agenda
	

	
		
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday, March 19, 2024
Agenda Session Times are Approximate




Meeting will also be Live Streamed at https://www.facebook.com/garrettcountygovernment/




The Board of County Commissioners may close a portion of this public meeting and move into Executive Session to comply with a specific constitutional, statutory, or judicial requirement that may prevent public disclosure about a particular proceeding or matter. 




*To comment on agenda items – please send to comments@garrettcounty.org




3:00        Administrative Session   




	Board Appointments: Adult Public Guardianship Review Board – Three (3) Year Terms
	Declaration of Surplus County Property





              2008 Dodge Nitro SXT
              1993 John Deere 644G Loader 
              1997 Roscoe Broom  
              2002 John Deere 6220 Tractor 
              2000 John Deere 310 SE Backhoe 
              2005 John Deere 6220 Tractor 
              2000 John Deere 310 SE Backhoe




	Backbone Housing, Inc. – Request for Fiscal Year 2025 County Property Tax Abatement
	Mr. Null will review a number of administrative and managerial matters under his authority and jurisdiction with the Board of County Commissioners 





4:00       Call to Order of Public Session, Invocation, and Pledge of Allegiance




              County Administrator – Additions/Deletions to Public Meeting Agenda




              Approval of Public, Administrative, and Executive Meeting Minutes




4:05       Recognition:  The Alley – 10th Anniversary




4:10       Garrett County Community Action Committee, Inc. – Garrett Transit




	Maryland Annual Transportation Plan Fiscal Year 2025 Grant Application 





4:15        Public Commentary




ADJOURNMENT




Public issues or concerns that are to be presented to the Board of Garrett County Commissioners during any Public Meeting should be scheduled with Carol A. Riley–Alexander, Executive Assistant to the Board of County Commissioners/County Administrator.     




The Board of Garrett County Commissioners next scheduled Public Meeting will be Monday, April 1, 2024 at the Garrett County Courthouse beginning at 4:00 PM.
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		Charles and Garrett Counties Added to Maryland’s Spotted Lanternfly Quarantine
	

	
		
The fight against the invasive spotted lanternfly continues in Maryland, with the recent addition of Charles and Garrett counties to the state’s quarantine list. This decision, made by the Maryland Department of Agriculture, underscores the seriousness of the threat posed by this destructive insect and highlights the ongoing efforts to contain its spread.




The inclusion of Charles and Garrett counties in Maryland’s spotted lanternfly quarantine means that businesses, municipalities, and government agencies within these areas must adhere to strict regulations regarding the movement of certain items. These regulations are put in place to prevent the inadvertent spread of spotted lanternfly populations to unaffected areas.




Entities operating within the quarantine zone must obtain specialized permits to move regulated items. This includes materials such as landscaping waste, packing materials like wooden crates, plants and plant parts, vehicles, and various outdoor items. To obtain these permits, individuals are required to undergo a free online training course and pass an exam administered by Penn State Extension.




Managers, supervisors, and employees of businesses or organizations within the quarantine zone must undergo training to ensure they understand the pest and quarantine requirements thoroughly. Additionally, regular inspections of vehicles and products, as well as the removal of spotted lanternfly life stages, are mandated to maintain compliance with the quarantine regulations.




The primary goal of the quarantine is to restrict the movement of articles that may harbor spotted lanternfly egg masses, nymphs, or adults. By implementing these measures, Maryland aims to mitigate the spread of this invasive species and protect its agriculture, ecosystems, and economy from the damaging effects of the spotted lanternfly.




Maryland’s efforts to combat the spread of spotted lanternfly align with similar initiatives in neighboring states. New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and parts of Connecticut, Ohio, and Virginia have also implemented quarantine measures to control the spread of this invasive pest. Permits issued in Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware are transferable and valid throughout the region, facilitating coordinated management efforts.




The addition of Charles and Garrett counties to Maryland’s spotted lanternfly quarantine emphasizes the collaborative and proactive approach taken by state agencies and stakeholders to address the threat posed by this invasive insect. By adhering to quarantine regulations, businesses and individuals play a crucial role in protecting Maryland’s environment and industries from the detrimental impacts of the spotted lanternfly.




As the battle against this invasive species continues, it is essential for communities to remain vigilant and committed to implementing measures that can help mitigate its spread and minimize its impact on the ecosystem and economy.
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		JUST SOLD 226 Builders Way
	

	
		
5,000 sf commercial building on 6 acres near Oakland & Deep Creek Lake.
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		Exploring Garrett County’s Prehistoric Times
	

	
		
Garrett County, Maryland, is renowned for its modern attractions, notably Deep Creek Lake, drawing thousands of visitors each year. Yet, nestled not far from this hub of contemporary leisure lies a realm of ancient wonders dating back centuries and millennia. Journey with us as we step back into Garrett County’s prehistory, exploring its virgin forests, cascading waterfalls, and mysterious swamps that have stood the test of time.




 A Glimpse into the Past In the heart of Garrett County lies Swallow Falls State Park, home to the last known virgin forest in Maryland. Amidst the roaring waterfalls and cool waters that draw visitors’ attention, this forest stands quietly, largely unnoticed. Stretching across 40 acres, this patch of white pine and hemlock boasts trees over 300 years old, some with trunks reaching 40 inches in thickness. Tales from early travelers speak of towering pines, their lowest branches a staggering 100 feet from the ground.




A Testament to Stewardship Despite the encroachment of development and the lure of commercial lumbering, these ancient sentinels were spared from the axe. Henry Krug, the land’s owner, recognized their significance and resisted the offers of developers. His dedication to preservation ensured that, in 1940, the property was deeded to the Masonic Grand Lodges of Pennsylvania and West Virginia, ultimately passing into the hands of the State of Maryland. Today, this forest stands as a testament to the power of stewardship, preserved for future generations to marvel at.




 Nature’s Majestic Display Adjacent to the virgin forest lies Muddy Creek Falls, Maryland’s highest free-falling waterfall. Its source, the Cranesville Pine Swamp, adds to the area’s mystique. Formed over ten thousand years ago by glacial action, this boreal bog has remained remarkably unchanged. Despite millennia passing, its moist conditions and unique geography have preserved a prehistoric landscape, offering a glimpse into a bygone era.




 A Window to the Past Within the Cranesville Pine Swamp, scientists have unearthed relics of ancient flora and fauna, dating back to 7,500 B.C. This rare ecosystem hosts a diverse array of plant and animal life, including sphagnum moss, black bears, and snowshoe hares. Artists and naturalists alike have been captivated by its mist-shrouded beauty, evoking a sense of stepping into a primordial world.




Conservation Efforts and National Recognition Recognizing the importance of preserving this unique habitat, The Nature Conservancy began purchasing swamp property in 1960, eventually totaling 1,600 acres. In 1964, Cranesville Swamp was designated one of the first national natural landmarks in the United States, a testament to its ecological significance. Today, Maryland boasts six such landmarks, each a beacon of conservation and natural beauty.
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		Neighborhood BusinessWorks Business Boost Grant Program Opens March 13th
	

	
		
The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) through the Neighborhood BusinessWorks (NBW) program, is offering up to $2,000,000 of Business Boost microgrants ranging from $20,000 to $50,000 to support small businesses who need capital for growth and/or expansion opportunities. 




Business applicants must be located within a Sustainable Communities area.




Applications will be accepted online starting March 13th, 2024, at 12 PM EST. The application round is projected to close when funds are exhausted.




For additional information, please visit DHCD’s website or contact Christopher Cho at christopher.cho@maryland.gov or Eddie Montalvo at eduardo.montalvo@maryland.gov  
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		DNR Announces Fishing Report
	

	
		




Since December, trout anglers have been enjoying the generous preseason stockings around the state. The put-and-take areas are providing plenty of fun fishing opportunities for anglers, young and old. Closure 1 put and take areas will close on March 10 and closure 2 on March 24. All will reopen at 6:30 a.m. on the traditional opening day of the 2024 spring trout season on March 30 at all Closure 1 and Closure 2 trout management areas. 




New this year, DNR is offering a special youth trout fishing day on Saturday, March 23 for anglers who are under the age of 16. This is a great opportunity for our young anglers to essentially have the popular put-and-take trout management waters all to themselves.




Parents, relatives, and friends should start thinking about setting the stage for those young anglers who need some instruction and equipment. For those under the age of 4, a trip to one of the many community ponds that are stocked can be a great choice for some simple bobber and bait fishing with a push-button closed-face spinning outfit. Get the kiddos out on an open lawn and have them practice casting to a target with a rubber sinker just to make it fun. Those a little older and knowledgeable may be ready for a trip to a stocked creek or river. In all cases, familiarize them with casting because if you cast for them, you need to have a fishing license and trout stamp to be legal.




Trout are not the only game in town this time of the year. Fishing for smallmouth bass and walleye is excellent in the upper Potomac River and to a slightly lesser extent in the lower Susquehanna River. A variety of soft plastic swim jigs, grubs, soft craw jigs, and crankbaits are all good choices to cast near current breaks and submerged ledges. 




The colder months of early spring are a great time to fish for chain pickerel in the upper tidal waters and freshwater ponds and lakes. The heavy growth of grass beds has yet to begin, so there is a lot of open water and chain pickerel are looking for any kind of structure to hold near to ambush baitfish. Sunken wood is usually the most available structure. Casting a variety of lures that are rigged with single inline hooks work well for this mostly catch-and-release fishery. 




Deep Creek Lake and reservoirs across the western and central regions are coming to life and offer a variety of fishing opportunities for yellow perch, crappie, largemouth bass, and smallmouth bass. Most will respond to smaller lures that are fished deep and slow this time of the year. Check the DNR website to explore locations you may not have fished before. 




It is still a little too cold for northern snakehead activity but as March moves on, fishing large minnows under a bobber or popping cork near shoreline brush can offer up a few fish. The sunny afternoon shores of a body of water will often attract northern snakeheads to warmer waters.
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		Unveiling Maryland’s Hidden Gems: 8 Underrated Towns to Explore in 2024
	

	
		
From the majestic Allegheny Mountains to the serene Chesapeake Bay, Maryland boasts an array of captivating landscapes and charming small towns waiting to be explored. While cities like Baltimore and Annapolis often steal the spotlight, there are numerous lesser-known communities scattered throughout the state that offer a delightful escape from the hustle and bustle of urban life. In 2024, why not venture off the beaten path and discover some of Maryland’s most underrated towns?




1. Thurmont Nestled in Frederick County, Thurmont may seem like a mere pitstop for travelers en route to Pennsylvania. However, this quaint village boasts a rich history and stunning natural scenery. Visitors can explore historic covered bridges, hike through Catoctin Mountain Park, or cool off at Cunningham Falls State Park. Don’t miss the chance to attend the Thurmont Business Expo and mingle with locals on April 27, 2024.




2. North Beach Escape the crowds of Ocean City and Cambridge by heading to North Beach, a hidden gem along the Chesapeake Bay. Take a leisurely stroll along the boardwalk, explore Wetlands Overlook Park, or immerse yourself in local art at the Twin Beach Players. North Beach offers a peaceful retreat with picturesque waterfront views and abundant wildlife.




3. Havre De Grace Situated at the confluence of the Chesapeake Bay and the Susquehanna River, Havre de Grace is a picturesque waterfront town steeped in maritime history. Explore the Havre de Grace Maritime Museum, visit the iconic Friends-Concord Point Lighthouse, or enjoy outdoor activities at Susquehanna State Park. Don’t miss the guided Nature Trail Walk on March 9, 2024, for a scenic hike through the park.




4. Boonsboro History buffs will delight in the charming town of Boonsboro, known for its Civil War heritage and rustic attractions. Visit the Washington Monument, explore the Boonsboro Museum of History, or embark on outdoor adventures at Greenbrier State Park. Families can participate in the Annual Fishing Derby on May 4, 2024, for a fun-filled day of angling and exploration.




5. Grantsville Discover the natural beauty of Grantsville, a sleepy village tucked away in Garrett County. Explore the historic Casselman River Bridge State Park, hike through New Germany State Park, or attend the Mountain Maryland Native Plant Festival on May 11, 2024. End your day with a wholesome meal at Penn Alps Restaurant & Craft Shop followed by a rustic stay at the landmark Casselman Inn.




6. Mount Airy Experience the tranquility of Mount Airy, a hidden gem nestled in Maryland’s Western mountains. Indulge in wine tasting at Black Ankle Vineyards, explore the Audrey Carroll Audubon Sanctuary, or immerse yourself in local culture at the Mt. Airy Fire Company Carnival. With its rolling hills and small-town charm, Mount Airy offers a serene retreat for nature lovers and wine enthusiasts alike.




7. Jarrettsville Capture the beauty of Jarrettsville, a rural town renowned for its sunflower fields and natural attractions. Wander through Clear Meadow Farm Sunflower Field, explore Rocks State Park, or relax at Dr. James B. Rutledge Memorial Park. Whether you’re a nature photographer or an outdoor enthusiast, Jarrettsville offers plenty of opportunities for exploration and relaxation.




8. Emmitsburg Step back in time in the historic town of Emmitsburg, home to Mount St. Mary’s University and a vibrant culinary scene. Explore the Frederick County Fire Rescue Museum, visit the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial, or shop for unique treasures at Emmitsburg Antique Mall. With its rich history and diverse attractions, Emmitsburg offers a unique blend of past and present.
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		Oakland in 1914
	

	
		
This 1914 postcard depicts the Garrett National Bank building. The bank was originally organized in 1888 by a group of Oakland businessmen under the name the Garrett County Bank of Oakland. This was the first bank established in Garrett County. In 1903. a charter converting this institution to the Garrett National Bank of Oakland was issued. The original bank building was constructed on Second Street and opened for business on November 14, 1888. The building was remodeled several times and is now the home of the Garrett County Historical Society and museum.








credit:Facebook
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		Arrowhead Cove Dredging Report
	

	
		




 Deep Creek Lake has witnessed decades of sediment buildup, with over one million cubic yards of sediment accumulating over time. While this accumulation hasn’t compromised the lake’s primary functions, it has impacted recreational access and enjoyment, particularly in its southern coves.




Recognizing the need to address this issue, Garrett County initiated an investigation supported by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources’ Waterway Improvement Fund (WIF) Grant. The goal was to identify coves that would benefit from sediment removal through dredging, focusing on enhancing public access and recreational opportunities.




After thorough evaluation, Arrowhead Cove emerged as the prime candidate for dredging. Situated northwest of the Glendale Road Bridge within Deep Creek Lake, this cove covers 23.5 acres, with nearly half of it affected by sediment accumulation.




Several factors contributed to Arrowhead Cove’s selection, including its potential for significant public boating access improvements, minimal impact on sensitive environmental areas, and favorable engineering logistics.




With the support of a $2.47M appropriation from the State of Maryland, the Arrowhead Cove Dredging Project transitioned from planning to execution. Managed by Maryland Environmental Service and designed by Anchor QEA, the project aimed to remove up to 11,000 cubic yards of sediment from approximately three acres of Arrowhead Cove.




Through a competitive bidding process, Byco Enterprises, Inc. secured the contract for mechanical sediment removal. The dredging operation commenced in November 2023, culminating in the successful removal of the targeted sediment volume by January 2024.




The dredged sediment wasn’t simply discarded; instead, it was transported to the Garrett Landfill for responsible disposal. Here, it will serve as landfill cover, contributing to sustainable waste management practices.




Looking ahead, the restoration of the staging area will commence in spring 2024, accompanied by the in-water planting of native submerged aquatic vegetation during early summer. These efforts aim to not only restore Arrowhead Cove but also enhance its ecological resilience and recreational appeal.




As the Arrowhead Cove Dredging Project nears completion, it stands as a testament to collaborative efforts aimed at preserving and enhancing cherished natural resources. By addressing sediment accumulation, this initiative not only restores access and enjoyment but also underscores the commitment to environmental stewardship.




In the wake of this successful endeavor, a comprehensive report will document the project’s outcomes, providing valuable insights into the efficacy and benefits of cove dredging in Deep Creek Lake. As communities continue to prioritize the preservation of their natural treasures, initiatives like these serve as beacons of hope for a sustainable and enjoyable future.
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		Celebrating Garrett County’s Newest Park Rangers
	

	
		
Garrett County, Maryland, welcomed two new protectors of its natural treasures as part of the latest cohort of Maryland Park Rangers. Among the 21 graduates honored at Elk Neck State Park and NorthBay Adventure Camp, Richard Caputo and Kaitlyn Mitchell now stand ready to serve at Wolf Den Run State Park in Kitzmiller and Deep Creek Lake State Park, respectively. Their dedication and training mark another milestone in the ongoing commitment to safeguarding Maryland’s diverse landscapes and historical legacies.




The ceremony, attended by distinguished guests including Park Service Director Angela Crenshaw and Maryland Department of Natural Resources Secretary Josh Kurtz, underscored the significance of the occasion. Secretary Kurtz praised the preparedness and dedication exhibited by Maryland State Park Rangers, emphasizing the vital role they play in preserving the state’s natural heritage for future generations.




 The establishment of the Maryland Park Service’s modern Ranger School program in 2009 marked a significant step in enhancing the capabilities of park rangers. The recent graduation represents the 14th class to emerge from this rigorous training regimen. Director Angela Crenshaw expressed pride in the dedication and passion displayed by each graduate, highlighting their role as guardians entrusted with the preservation and enjoyment of Maryland’s parks.
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