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		The Wild Yough: A River in Need of Citizen Oversight
	

	
		
A pivotal entity meant to safeguard this natural gem, the Youghiogheny Scenic and Wild River Advisory Board, finds itself sidelined and dismissed by local authorities. Recently, Garrett County Commissioner Larry Tichnell delivered a disheartening message to the advisory board, claiming it “has no functions to perform” for the county, effectively relegating its role to insignificance.




This dismissal raises pertinent questions about the fate of the Wild Yough and the decision-making processes governing it. Stakeholders, including members of the advisory board, express deep apprehension regarding decisions made by county and state leaders that appear to flout established laws, regulations, and management plans aimed at preserving the river’s pristine environment.




One glaring instance of this disregard was the advisory board’s recommendation regarding the alignment of a new bridge on Swallow Falls Road. Despite the board’s diligent evaluation and suggestion mirroring the current structure’s alignment, the county, backed by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), opted for a divergent course of action. This decision, contrary to the board’s counsel, is now mired in legal contention, underscoring the widening chasm between stakeholders and authorities.




Moreover, the advisory board laments the lack of transparency in decision-making processes concerning the Wild Yough corridor. Requests for advance notice of plans from county and state officials fall on deaf ears, leaving stakeholders feeling marginalized and uninformed. The board’s plea for inclusivity and openness underscores the necessity of citizen engagement in shaping the river’s future.




The significance of the advisory board cannot be overstated. Envisioned as a conduit for public involvement, it represents a vital link between the community and governing bodies responsible for safeguarding the Wild Yough. Established protocols mandate the board’s role in advising both local authorities and the state’s Scenic and Wild Rivers Review Board, ensuring holistic decision-making aligned with conservation principles.




Former state senator and advocate for environmental protection, John Bambacus, underscores the pivotal role of the advisory board in preserving the Wild Yough. With private properties dotting significant stretches of the river’s corridor, Bambacus emphasizes the imperative of protecting landowners’ interests while upholding conservation efforts. The board serves as a beacon of citizen oversight, a vital counterbalance to bureaucratic decision-making processes.




Paul Durham, with years of experience overseeing the management of the Youghiogheny Wild River, echoes the sentiment of the importance of citizen oversight. Highlighting the invaluable expertise and dedication of board members, Durham stresses that without their presence, a critical facet of governance – citizen oversight – is lost.




In essence, the plight of the Wild Yough epitomizes a broader struggle for environmental stewardship and democratic governance. It underscores the indispensable role of citizen engagement in preserving natural wonders for future generations. As stakeholders rally for the reinstatement of meaningful citizen oversight, the Wild Yough stands as both a testament to nature’s splendor and a reminder of the collective responsibility to protect it.





	


	
	
		Posted on March 19, 2024March 19, 2024Author Jay FergusonCategories UncategorizedTags dcl, deep creek lake, garrett, garrett county, maryland, mountain, mountain maryland, mountains			




	
	
		JUST LISTED 4186 Mayhew Inn Rd
	

	
		
2-3 BR + loft / 2BA lake area home with a small stream on property and gorgeous views of neighboring horse farm. Very well-maintained with quality craftsmanship. Originally a 1940’s native stone & frame cottage the property was totally remodeled with addition circa 2005. Now boasting hardwood floors, modern kitchen, spacious bedrooms, HUGE main level laundry/sitting room (could easily alternate as BR), fire-pit, covered front porch, gazebo and very private feel. Rare Town Residential zoning permits a variety of uses. Very accessible location at Route 219 & Mayhew Inn Road intersection, walking distance to JG’s, legendary Deep Creek area pub. Close to recreation via three state parks plus nearby Deep Creek Lake. Sold FURNISHED!
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		Deep Creek Lake Lions Club Takes Initiative in Creating Inclusive Playground
	

	
		
In the heart of Garrett County, Maryland, lies the picturesque Deep Creek Lake, a destination known for its natural beauty and recreational activities. Amidst this serene landscape, the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club embarked on a remarkable journey in 2023, driven by a vision of inclusivity and community engagement.




Recognizing the need for an inclusive playground that caters to individuals of all abilities, the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club established a special advisory committee. This committee’s mission was clear: to collaborate with various county groups, gather insights, and make recommendations for the creation of an inclusive playground that would not only serve the local community but also attract visitors to the area.




At the forefront of this initiative was the determination of local student Landon Georg and his family, who spearheaded fundraising efforts to turn this vision into reality. Their dedication laid the foundation for what would become the first inclusive playground in Garrett County, situated within the Lions’ McHenry Community Park.




The advisory committee, comprising members from the disability community, community stakeholders, county officials, and experts in accessible design, worked tirelessly to ensure that the playground would meet the diverse needs of its users. Central to their efforts was the development of an Inclusive Playground Survey, designed to gather input from a wide spectrum of community members, including those with disabilities.




The response to the survey was overwhelming, with 524 community members providing valuable insights into their preferences and requirements for the inclusive playground. The survey revealed overwhelming support for specialized equipment that caters to users of varying ability levels, emphasizing the importance of features such as accessibility, safety, and sensory elements.




Among the key findings of the survey were insights into demographics and usage patterns, challenges and needs faced by individuals with disabilities, barriers to accessibility, and recommendations for structural features and specialized equipment. Importantly, the survey highlighted the strong community support for the project, with an overwhelming majority expressing willingness to contribute to fundraising efforts.




Mike O’Brien, president of the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club, expressed gratitude for the community’s engagement and emphasized the valuable insights gained from the survey. He commended the dedicated team of researchers who worked tirelessly to make this initiative a success and reiterated the Club’s commitment to realizing the inclusive playground.




As the project moves forward, the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club invites further engagement from the community. Detailed information, including the executive summary and full text of the Inclusive Playground Survey Report, is available on the Club’s website. Additionally, those interested in supporting the project or getting involved can reach out via email or phone.




In creating an inclusive playground, the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club not only enriches the lives of individuals with disabilities but also fosters a sense of belonging and community spirit. Through collaboration, compassion, and dedication, they are paving the way for a more inclusive and accessible future for all.
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		Maryland State Police To Bolster Patrol Over St. Patrick’s Day Weekend
	

	
		
Maryland State Police beginning Friday will increase patrols and enforcement efforts on impaired, aggressive and distracted driving through St. Patrick’s Day weekend.




State troopers from all 23 barracks will conduct saturation patrols on roads with high DUI incidents from Friday through Sunday. Enforcement efforts are bolstered by funds from the Maryland Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Administration’s Highway Safety Office.




The State Police Impaired Driving Reduction Effort team, a specialized unit trained to identify impaired drivers, will also work this weekend. SPIDRE is funded by a grant from the MDOT MVA Highway Safety Office and aims to reduce alcohol-related injuries and fatalities in Maryland.




The safety initiative can include partnering with allied law enforcement and other state agencies to both enforce the law and offer outreach to the community through social media or billboards.




Among the planned initiatives:




	Allegany County: The Cumberland Barrack will focus DUI enforcement efforts on corridors with high traffic-related incidents.
	Anne Arundel County: The Annapolis Barrack will work Route 50, Interstate 97 and the Annapolis City area. The Glen Burnie Barrack will patrol Route 295 and Interstate 695.
	Baltimore County: The Golden Ring Barrack will concentrate enforcement on Interstate 695.
	Caroline, Dorchester and Talbot counties: The Easton Barrack will enforce traffic violations on routes 50, 404, 331 and rural roads.
	Carroll County: The Westminster Barrack will conduct DUI enforcement on major routes including 140 and 30, as well as feeder roads.
	Cecil County: The North East Barrack will conduct DUI saturation patrols in areas with high traffic-related incidents.
	Charles County: The LaPlata Barrack will work with Maryland Transportation Authority Police to conduct DUI saturation patrols and High Visibility Enforcement on Route 301.
	Frederick County: The Frederick Barrack will direct enforcement efforts on major corridors, including Interstate 70.
	Garrett County: The McHenry Barrack will work Interstate 68. Troopers will also conduct crash reduction and DUI enforcement with Garrett County Sheriff deputies.
	Montgomery County: The Rockville Barrack will work with Montgomery County Police to conduct saturation patrols in Gaithersburg’s Rio and Crown areas.
	Prince George’s County: The Forestville Barracks will bolster patrol on routes 301 and 5 and the southern parts of the county. The College Park Barrack will work Route 1 and Interstate 495.
	Wicomico County: The Salisbury Barrack will concentrate efforts on routes 50 and 13.
	Worcester County: The Berlin Barrack will conduct DUI enforcement on routes 50 and 90 and West Ocean City.





Police urge motorists to avoid impaired, aggressive and distracted driving.




If you are attending a St. Patrick’s Day event:




	Designate a sober driver before going out. Give that person your car keys.
	Avoid drinking if you are planning to drive.
	Consider using public transportation. Call a taxi or use a ride-share service.
	Do not let friends drive if you think they are impaired.
	Call the police if you see someone who you believe is driving impaired.
	Always buckle up.
	Do not text, drive distracted or use a cellphone that is not hands-free.





If you are hosting a St. Patrick’s Day event:




	Remember that you can be held liable if someone you served alcohol to ends up in an impaired driving crash.
	Serve plenty of food and non-alcoholic beverages.
	Ensure sober drivers or alternative modes of transportation are set up in advance for guests who are planning to drink alcoholic beverages.
	Have contact information for local taxi companies readily available.
	Take away the keys from anyone who is thinking about driving impaired.
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		County Commissioners Announce Public Meeting Agenda
	

	
		
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday, March 19, 2024
Agenda Session Times are Approximate




Meeting will also be Live Streamed at https://www.facebook.com/garrettcountygovernment/




The Board of County Commissioners may close a portion of this public meeting and move into Executive Session to comply with a specific constitutional, statutory, or judicial requirement that may prevent public disclosure about a particular proceeding or matter. 




*To comment on agenda items – please send to comments@garrettcounty.org




3:00        Administrative Session   




	Board Appointments: Adult Public Guardianship Review Board – Three (3) Year Terms
	Declaration of Surplus County Property





              2008 Dodge Nitro SXT
              1993 John Deere 644G Loader 
              1997 Roscoe Broom  
              2002 John Deere 6220 Tractor 
              2000 John Deere 310 SE Backhoe 
              2005 John Deere 6220 Tractor 
              2000 John Deere 310 SE Backhoe




	Backbone Housing, Inc. – Request for Fiscal Year 2025 County Property Tax Abatement
	Mr. Null will review a number of administrative and managerial matters under his authority and jurisdiction with the Board of County Commissioners 





4:00       Call to Order of Public Session, Invocation, and Pledge of Allegiance




              County Administrator – Additions/Deletions to Public Meeting Agenda




              Approval of Public, Administrative, and Executive Meeting Minutes




4:05       Recognition:  The Alley – 10th Anniversary




4:10       Garrett County Community Action Committee, Inc. – Garrett Transit




	Maryland Annual Transportation Plan Fiscal Year 2025 Grant Application 





4:15        Public Commentary




ADJOURNMENT




Public issues or concerns that are to be presented to the Board of Garrett County Commissioners during any Public Meeting should be scheduled with Carol A. Riley–Alexander, Executive Assistant to the Board of County Commissioners/County Administrator.     




The Board of Garrett County Commissioners next scheduled Public Meeting will be Monday, April 1, 2024 at the Garrett County Courthouse beginning at 4:00 PM.
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		Charles and Garrett Counties Added to Maryland’s Spotted Lanternfly Quarantine
	

	
		
The fight against the invasive spotted lanternfly continues in Maryland, with the recent addition of Charles and Garrett counties to the state’s quarantine list. This decision, made by the Maryland Department of Agriculture, underscores the seriousness of the threat posed by this destructive insect and highlights the ongoing efforts to contain its spread.




The inclusion of Charles and Garrett counties in Maryland’s spotted lanternfly quarantine means that businesses, municipalities, and government agencies within these areas must adhere to strict regulations regarding the movement of certain items. These regulations are put in place to prevent the inadvertent spread of spotted lanternfly populations to unaffected areas.




Entities operating within the quarantine zone must obtain specialized permits to move regulated items. This includes materials such as landscaping waste, packing materials like wooden crates, plants and plant parts, vehicles, and various outdoor items. To obtain these permits, individuals are required to undergo a free online training course and pass an exam administered by Penn State Extension.




Managers, supervisors, and employees of businesses or organizations within the quarantine zone must undergo training to ensure they understand the pest and quarantine requirements thoroughly. Additionally, regular inspections of vehicles and products, as well as the removal of spotted lanternfly life stages, are mandated to maintain compliance with the quarantine regulations.




The primary goal of the quarantine is to restrict the movement of articles that may harbor spotted lanternfly egg masses, nymphs, or adults. By implementing these measures, Maryland aims to mitigate the spread of this invasive species and protect its agriculture, ecosystems, and economy from the damaging effects of the spotted lanternfly.




Maryland’s efforts to combat the spread of spotted lanternfly align with similar initiatives in neighboring states. New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and parts of Connecticut, Ohio, and Virginia have also implemented quarantine measures to control the spread of this invasive pest. Permits issued in Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware are transferable and valid throughout the region, facilitating coordinated management efforts.




The addition of Charles and Garrett counties to Maryland’s spotted lanternfly quarantine emphasizes the collaborative and proactive approach taken by state agencies and stakeholders to address the threat posed by this invasive insect. By adhering to quarantine regulations, businesses and individuals play a crucial role in protecting Maryland’s environment and industries from the detrimental impacts of the spotted lanternfly.




As the battle against this invasive species continues, it is essential for communities to remain vigilant and committed to implementing measures that can help mitigate its spread and minimize its impact on the ecosystem and economy.
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		JUST SOLD 226 Builders Way
	

	
		
5,000 sf commercial building on 6 acres near Oakland & Deep Creek Lake.
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		Exploring Garrett County’s Prehistoric Times
	

	
		
Garrett County, Maryland, is renowned for its modern attractions, notably Deep Creek Lake, drawing thousands of visitors each year. Yet, nestled not far from this hub of contemporary leisure lies a realm of ancient wonders dating back centuries and millennia. Journey with us as we step back into Garrett County’s prehistory, exploring its virgin forests, cascading waterfalls, and mysterious swamps that have stood the test of time.




 A Glimpse into the Past In the heart of Garrett County lies Swallow Falls State Park, home to the last known virgin forest in Maryland. Amidst the roaring waterfalls and cool waters that draw visitors’ attention, this forest stands quietly, largely unnoticed. Stretching across 40 acres, this patch of white pine and hemlock boasts trees over 300 years old, some with trunks reaching 40 inches in thickness. Tales from early travelers speak of towering pines, their lowest branches a staggering 100 feet from the ground.




A Testament to Stewardship Despite the encroachment of development and the lure of commercial lumbering, these ancient sentinels were spared from the axe. Henry Krug, the land’s owner, recognized their significance and resisted the offers of developers. His dedication to preservation ensured that, in 1940, the property was deeded to the Masonic Grand Lodges of Pennsylvania and West Virginia, ultimately passing into the hands of the State of Maryland. Today, this forest stands as a testament to the power of stewardship, preserved for future generations to marvel at.




 Nature’s Majestic Display Adjacent to the virgin forest lies Muddy Creek Falls, Maryland’s highest free-falling waterfall. Its source, the Cranesville Pine Swamp, adds to the area’s mystique. Formed over ten thousand years ago by glacial action, this boreal bog has remained remarkably unchanged. Despite millennia passing, its moist conditions and unique geography have preserved a prehistoric landscape, offering a glimpse into a bygone era.




 A Window to the Past Within the Cranesville Pine Swamp, scientists have unearthed relics of ancient flora and fauna, dating back to 7,500 B.C. This rare ecosystem hosts a diverse array of plant and animal life, including sphagnum moss, black bears, and snowshoe hares. Artists and naturalists alike have been captivated by its mist-shrouded beauty, evoking a sense of stepping into a primordial world.




Conservation Efforts and National Recognition Recognizing the importance of preserving this unique habitat, The Nature Conservancy began purchasing swamp property in 1960, eventually totaling 1,600 acres. In 1964, Cranesville Swamp was designated one of the first national natural landmarks in the United States, a testament to its ecological significance. Today, Maryland boasts six such landmarks, each a beacon of conservation and natural beauty.
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		Neighborhood BusinessWorks Business Boost Grant Program Opens March 13th
	

	
		
The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) through the Neighborhood BusinessWorks (NBW) program, is offering up to $2,000,000 of Business Boost microgrants ranging from $20,000 to $50,000 to support small businesses who need capital for growth and/or expansion opportunities. 




Business applicants must be located within a Sustainable Communities area.




Applications will be accepted online starting March 13th, 2024, at 12 PM EST. The application round is projected to close when funds are exhausted.




For additional information, please visit DHCD’s website or contact Christopher Cho at christopher.cho@maryland.gov or Eddie Montalvo at eduardo.montalvo@maryland.gov  
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		DNR Announces Fishing Report
	

	
		




Since December, trout anglers have been enjoying the generous preseason stockings around the state. The put-and-take areas are providing plenty of fun fishing opportunities for anglers, young and old. Closure 1 put and take areas will close on March 10 and closure 2 on March 24. All will reopen at 6:30 a.m. on the traditional opening day of the 2024 spring trout season on March 30 at all Closure 1 and Closure 2 trout management areas. 




New this year, DNR is offering a special youth trout fishing day on Saturday, March 23 for anglers who are under the age of 16. This is a great opportunity for our young anglers to essentially have the popular put-and-take trout management waters all to themselves.




Parents, relatives, and friends should start thinking about setting the stage for those young anglers who need some instruction and equipment. For those under the age of 4, a trip to one of the many community ponds that are stocked can be a great choice for some simple bobber and bait fishing with a push-button closed-face spinning outfit. Get the kiddos out on an open lawn and have them practice casting to a target with a rubber sinker just to make it fun. Those a little older and knowledgeable may be ready for a trip to a stocked creek or river. In all cases, familiarize them with casting because if you cast for them, you need to have a fishing license and trout stamp to be legal.




Trout are not the only game in town this time of the year. Fishing for smallmouth bass and walleye is excellent in the upper Potomac River and to a slightly lesser extent in the lower Susquehanna River. A variety of soft plastic swim jigs, grubs, soft craw jigs, and crankbaits are all good choices to cast near current breaks and submerged ledges. 




The colder months of early spring are a great time to fish for chain pickerel in the upper tidal waters and freshwater ponds and lakes. The heavy growth of grass beds has yet to begin, so there is a lot of open water and chain pickerel are looking for any kind of structure to hold near to ambush baitfish. Sunken wood is usually the most available structure. Casting a variety of lures that are rigged with single inline hooks work well for this mostly catch-and-release fishery. 




Deep Creek Lake and reservoirs across the western and central regions are coming to life and offer a variety of fishing opportunities for yellow perch, crappie, largemouth bass, and smallmouth bass. Most will respond to smaller lures that are fished deep and slow this time of the year. Check the DNR website to explore locations you may not have fished before. 




It is still a little too cold for northern snakehead activity but as March moves on, fishing large minnows under a bobber or popping cork near shoreline brush can offer up a few fish. The sunny afternoon shores of a body of water will often attract northern snakeheads to warmer waters.
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